Introduced by Council President Yarborough: 

RESOLUTION 2015-44-A
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING PROJECT SOS, INC., FOR ITS 21 YEAR COMMITMENT TO FAMILIES IN JACKSONVILLE TO STRENGTHEN, EMPOWER, AND EDUCATE THEM TO MAKE HEALTHIER LIFE CHOICES; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Project SOS has helped strengthen families by empowering parents and educating youth since 1993 through teaching life skills in middle schools and high schools and teaching relationship skills to couples throughout North Florida; and

WHEREAS, the concept for Project SOS was derived from a burden placed on Dr. Pam Mullarkey’s heart 21 years ago after informing a neighbor that her straight-A high school freshman daughter was pregnant. It was apparent that this young child, and others, lacked skills needed to set personal boundaries, and refusal skills to help avoid unhealthy life choices. The concept quickly became a business plan of action that has resulted in teaching over 400,000 teenagers throughout North Florida and South Georgia, and over 1,000 couples in North Florida; and
WHEREAS, Project SOS prevention services have significantly contributed to the reduction of the teen birth rates by 64%, the drug and alcohol use by 28% and the juvenile crime rates by 35% through the Positive Youth Development program which covers various topics such as  goal setting, refusal skills, boundaries, bullying, avoiding drugs and alcohol, teen violence and suicide; and

WHEREAS, since 1993, Project SOS has surpassed their goals annually and recently started an expansion initiative to extend programs and services across the State of Florida in order to rescue the culture for teens and families which will reduce teen pregnancies, addiction, suicides, violence and bullying, resulting in saving Florida taxpayers millions of dollars; and 

WHEREAS, Project SOS core values are centered around excellence, communication, and lifelong learning, it speaks volumes to their commitment to maintaining positive ethical and moral standards for its employees and those they serve; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby expresses its gratitude to Project SOS, Inc., and Dr. Pam Mullarkey for the steadfast commitment and invaluable service to youth and their families in helping those young people them make healthier life choices and become productive citizens.  

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Yvonne P. Mitchell, City Council Research
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